
 
 

 

2023 National Jamboree 

 
The BSA National Jamboree is a gathering, or jamboree, of thousands of members of 
the Boy Scouts of America, usually held every four years and organized by the National 
Council of the Boy Scouts of America. Referred to as “the Jamboree”, “Jambo”, or NSJ, 
Scouts from all over the nation and world have the opportunity to attend. 

Jamborees are considered to be one of several unique experiences that the Boy Scouts 
of America offers. The first jamboree was scheduled to be held in 1935 in Washington, 
D.C. to celebrate the 25th anniversary of Scouting, but was delayed two years after 
being cancelled due to a polio outbreak. The 1937 jamboree in Washington attracted 
25,000 Scouts, who camped around the Washington Monument and Tidal Basin.  

The 2023 National Jamboree will be held in at the Summit Bechtel Reserve from July 
19-28.   

For more information, go to www.jamboreescouting.org. 
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Pumpkinvine Nature Trail 

 
The Pumpkinvine Nature Trail covers just over 17 miles between the towns of Goshen, 
Middlebury, and Shipshewana, Indiana. The railroad line between Goshen and 
Middlebury served as a popular passenger and mail service route at the turn of the 20th 
century. Because of its numerous curves and turns, the railroad received its “pumpkin 
vine” nickname. All service on the line ended in 1980, and the Friends of the 
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail acquired the corridor in 1993. 

This premier rail-trail offers an incredible scenic landscape and a step back in time with 
sights from Indiana’s large Amish communities in Goshen, Middlebury, and 
Shipshewana. Glimpses of Amish people tending fields with horse-drawn plows, hand-
cutting fields of flowers, biking down the trail in old-fashioned clothing, and riding in 
buggies offer a unique experience. The trail itself is well maintained and includes mile 
markers. The route is paved, with the exception of a short section of crushed limestone 
on the leg between Goshen and Middlebury. 

 

 

 



 

Serpent Mound 

 

Serpent Mound is the world’s largest surviving effigy mound—a mound in the shape of 
an animal—from the prehistoric era. Located in southern Ohio near the town of Peebles, 
the 411-meter-long (1348-feet-long) Native American structure has been excavated a 
few times since the late 1800s, but the origins of Serpent Mound are still a mystery. 
Some estimates place the construction of the National Historic Landmark—also called 
Great Serpent Mound—at around 300 B.C. 
 
As its name suggests, Serpent Mound resembles a giant sinuous snake with a curled 
tail at the west end, a head at the east end, and seven winding coils in between. In all, 
the snake stretches a quarter of a mile and ranges from 1.2 to 1.5 meters (3.9 to 4.9 
feet) in height and 6.0 to 7.6 meters (19.7 to 24.9 feet) in width. 
 


